
IMPACT
REPORT

2026

MID-YEAR

advancing knowledge of quality water



MID-YEAR
MOMENTUM

WATER QUALITY RESEARCH FOUNDATION | 2026 MID-YEAR IMPACT REPORT

The value of research is measured by the impact it creates. We continue to strengthen that

impact by equipping water treatment professionals with ready-to-use resources, contributing

expertise to the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) on PFAS management, and helping the

Consumer Product Safety Commission address the risks of counterfeit water filters. This report

illustrates our mid-year momentum toward advancing the knowledge of quality water.
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advancing real-world application of research findings

engaging Waste Management’s leadership, and more

visionary leaders in advancing WQRF’s mission

2025-2026 Executive Committee 
@ WQRF Headquarters in Lisle, IL

RESEARCH BY TOPIC 888

explore our recent research projects and resources



WATER QUALITY RESEARCH FOUNDATION | 2026 MID-YEAR IMPACT REPORT

SHAREABLE
RESOURCES
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To help water treatment professionals move research into action, WQRF launched a series of

shareable resources that distill key findings into ready‑to‑use tools. 

Download what you need or access the full collection in one click.

READY-TO-USEREADY-TO-USEREADY-TO-USE

FREE SHAREABLESFREE SHAREABLESFREE SHAREABLES

https://www.wqrf.org/shareable.html


Congressional Fly-In

PFAS Workshop

Lunch & Learn ‘26

PANEL DISCUSSIONS555
Educating groundwater, environmental health, & water treatment pros
 at national, state, and industry-specific meetings666 PRESENTATIONS

444 WEBINARS

WQRF’s Outreach‑First Approach [read]
WQRF Research Proves RO Performance, Protection, & Value [read]

   + more 

ARTICLES PUBLISHED888

DC Congressional Fly-In Roundtable
Plumbing Industry Leadership Coalition (PLIC)
US Chamber: PFAS and Environmental Resilience Events
Center for Translational Research PFAS Decontamination Workshop

EXPANDING
OUTREACH

The Future: what’s driving innovation, adoption, & demand
PFAS: policy updates, system impacts, & treatment
A Smarter Way to Treat Arsenic: a POU case study
Advancing Surrogates for PFAS

Water Talks with WC&P [watch]
Water Connections [watch]

222 VIDEO INTERVIEWS
4

48,000+ water treatment professionals reached per article
in Water Conditioning and Purification (WC&P) Magazine

Fostering collaboration among policymakers, plumbers, & academics 
through influential forums outside of the water treatment industry

Positioning WQRF as a trusted voice on emerging contaminants, 
through engaging, accessible conversations

240 minutes of education delivered to over 760 water stakeholders:
 industry, academics, nonprofits, public water systems, and government 

https://wcponline.com/2026/03/01/from-research-to-real-world-impact-wqrfs-outreach-first-approach/
https://wcponline.com/2026/07/01/wqrf-research-proves-reverse-osmosis-performance-protection-and-value/
https://youtu.be/45qitxao_QY?si=OklVAGiI3RuMzQa1
https://youtu.be/e0CzcOgjY-I?si=RRcPssQfvrmiB-nR


Re
verse Osmosis Ion Exchange

Ac
tiv

ated Carbon 
All 3 are >98% effective 

at removing PFAS from drinking water and 
retaining PFAS in landfill environments

RESEARCH
IN ACTION
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THE DATA

THE DIFFERENCE WE’RE MAKING

Independent research shows water treatment media effectively
remove & retain PFAS - even beyond their service life

Helping Waste Management refine its waste acceptance
framework for PFAS-containing materials, including spent filters

Engaging with EPA during the public comment period for its
Interim PFAS Destruction and Disposal Guidance

We’ve translated complex data into a simple visual
you can share across your organization and beyondSPREAD THE WORD

GET THE INFOGRAPHIC

PFASPFASPFAS

https://www.wqrf.org/pfas-retention.html


WQRF is an accepted partner of the Reservoir Center Community which
enhances our ability to connect with a broader network of trade
associations, policy influencers, think tanks, philanthropic foundations,
academic institutions, and non-profits who share a commitment to
advancing water quality. Read about the Reservoir Center here:
reservoircenter.org

ACCELERATING ADOPTION OF RESEARCH FINDINGS 

& IMPROVING REAL-WORLD IMPLEMENTATION

WQRF is working with the Association of State Drinking Water
Administrators (ASDWA) and the 
Rural Community Assistance Partnership (RCAP) to scope
research on point-of-use (POU) and point-of-entry (POE) treatment
as viable compliance solutions for small drinking water systems. Their
engagement ensures the project addresses real-world
implementation challenges and strengthens the relevance of the
project.

WQRF & RCAP with guest,

ASDWA

COLLABORATIVE
IMPACT
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NETWORK EXPANSION

CIRCULAR STRATEGIC ALIGNMENT

THOUGHT LEADERSHIP
WQRF's research demonstrated that counterfeit water filters fail to remove dangerous
contaminants while introducing new ones, creating significant risks to consumer health. Using
this evidence, WQRF provided expert input to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission, highlighting the importance of legitimate third-party certifications in helping
consumers identify products that have been independently verified for safety and performance.

https://www.reservoircenter.org/


Board of Directors + staff

FOUNDER CIRCLE

LEGACY CIRCLE
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ICON CIRCLE

THANK YOU!THANK YOU!THANK YOU!
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PROJECT

COUNTERFEIT FRIDGE FILTERS 

PFAS RETENTION

 POU PATHOGEN SURVEY

POU/POE  
EFFICACY

POU/POE FOR
SDWA 

COMPLIANCE

WATER
SOFTENING

STATE-OF-THE-
SCIENCE 

/ PUBLIC 
AWARENESS

SOFTENED WATER BENEFITS 

REDUCED EFFLUENT CHLORIDE

SOFTENER EFFECTS ON SEPTIC

BOIL WATER NOTICES

PREDICTIVE MODELING:
DRINKING WATER CRISES

CONTAMINANT OCCURRENCE
MAP & DATABASE

COST-BENEFIT OF POU DEVICES

EMERGING CONTAMINANT
REMOVAL BY RO & 

ACTIVATED CARBON

PFAS SURROGATE - PHASE I

CASE STUDIES FOR POU/POE FOR
COMPLIANCE

A SUSTAINABILITY COMPARISON OF
APPROACHES FOR COMPLIANCE

EMERGING CONTAMINANTS
CONSUMER STUDY
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https://www.wqrf.org/counterfeit-filter-dangers.html
https://www.wqrf.org/counterfeit-filter-dangers.html
https://www.wqrf.org/pfas-retention.html
https://www.wqrf.org/water-pathogen-survey.html
https://www.wqrf.org/water-pathogen-survey.html
https://www.wqrf.org/soft-water-benefits.html
https://www.wqrf.org/soft-water-benefits.html
https://www.wqrf.org/reducing-chloride-discharge.html
https://www.wqrf.org/softeners-septics.html
https://www.wqrf.org/boil-water-notices.html
https://www.wqrf.org/predictive-modeling.html
https://www.wqrf.org/predictive-modeling.html
https://www.wqrf.org/contaminant-occurrence.html
https://www.wqrf.org/contaminant-occurrence.html
https://www.wqrf.org/pou-cost-benefit.html
https://www.wqrf.org/emerging-contaminant-removal.html
https://www.wqrf.org/emerging-contaminant-removal.html
https://www.wqrf.org/emerging-contaminant-removal.html
https://www.wqrf.org/emerging-contaminant-removal.html
https://www.wqrf.org/pfas-surrogate.html
https://www.wqrf.org/sdwa-case-studies.html
https://www.wqrf.org/sdwa-case-studies.html
https://www.wqrf.org/sustainability-comparison.html
https://www.wqrf.org/sustainability-comparison.html
https://www.wqrf.org/emerging-contaminant-consumer-study.html
https://www.wqrf.org/emerging-contaminant-consumer-study.html
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